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Board of Directors Meeting City Council Chambers 

March 5, 2014, 6:00 p.m.     PLEASE NOTE EARLY START TIME!! 275 Main Street, 4th Floor 

 Watsonville, CA, 95076AFT 

MEETING AGENDA 

Americans with Disabilities Act 

 

The City Council Chambers is an accessible facility. If you wish to attend a meeting and you will require 

assistance in order to attend and/or participate, please call the Agency at (831)722-9292 in advance of the 

meeting and every effort will be made to accommodate your attendance and participation. 

 

Agenda Item  
Note:  The Board may take action on any item listed on the agenda. 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

2. Roll Call of the PVWMA Directors: Rosemarie Imazio (Chair), David Cavanaugh (Vice-Chair), 

Dwight Lynn, Rich Persoff, Amy Newell, Paul Faurot, Javier Zamora 

 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

4. Oral Communications 

This time is set aside for members of the general public to address the Board of Directors on any 

item not on the Agenda, and that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Board of Directors.  

Each speaker is allotted up to 3 minutes.  No action or discussion shall be taken on any item 

presented except that the Board may respond to statements made or questions asked, or may ask 

questions for clarification. All matters of an administrative nature will be referred to staff.  All 

matters pertaining to the Board may be scheduled for discussion at a future meeting or referred to 

staff for clarification or a report, at the pleasure of the Board.  

5. Director Comments 
 

6. Counsel Report 

 

7. General Manager Report 

       

8. Discussion and/or Action Items                                                                                                            

A. Receive Presentation on Basin Management Plan Update and Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) 

      1.    Introduction by staff                                                                                                                      Page 1                                      

2.  Questions from Board                     

3.  Public comment  

4. Board discussion and deliberation 

5.    Board action (none recommended by staff) 

 

9. Board Workshop – AB 1234 Biennial Ethics Training (presented by General Counsel)                 Page 8 

 

10.  Future Meetings  
A. Administrative Finance Committee-March 11, 2014, 12:30 p.m., PVWMA Conference Room, 

36 Brennan Street, Watsonville 
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B. Board of Directors-March 19, 2014, 7:00 p.m., City Council Chambers, 275 Main Street, 

Fourth Floor, Watsonville 

C. Ad Hoc Funding Committee (AHFC) – March 27, 2014, 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m., City of 

Watsonville Water Resources Center, 500 Clearwater Lane, Conference Room, Watsonville. 

D. Spring Into Conservation Resources Fair, jointly with Pajaro Valley Association of Realtors,   

March 20, 2014, 5:00 - 8:00 p.m., Heritage Hall, Santa Cruz County Fairgrounds 

E. ACWA Region 5 Meeting – March 23-24, Best Western Seacliff Inn (Sunday tour of the 

Recycled Water Facility) 

F. Administrative/Finance Committee — April 8, 2014, 12:30 p.m. – 12:30 p.m., PVWMA 

Conference Room, 36 Brennan Street, Watsonville 

 

11.   Future Agenda Items 

 

12.    Adjourn 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

DATE: February 24, 2014 

MEETING OF: March 5, 2014 

TO:   Board of Directors 

FROM:  General Manager 

RE: DISCUSSION AND/OR ACTION ITEM 8A: Receive Presentation on Basin 

Management Plan Update and Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR)  

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Basin Management Plan (BMP) Update was 

released for public review on October 18, 2013.  Based on comments to the Draft EIR, a Final EIR 

(FEIR) has been prepared.  Staff will provide a summary of the BMP Update and Final EIR at tonight’s 

meeting, and a public hearing on the Final EIR will be conducted at our next regular board meeting on 

March 19, 2014.  After the public hearing, the Board may consider certifying the Final EIR, accepting 

the BMP Update report and approving the recommended BMP program. 

 

BACKGROUND 

In August of 2012, the Board accepted the Ad Hoc Basin Management Plan Committee’s recommended 

portfolio of new projects and programs required to halt seawater intrusion and stop basin overdraft in the 

Pajaro Valley, including: 

 

 Conservation Program  

 Increased production and deliveries from existing facilities 

 Increased Recycled Water Storage 

 Harkins Slough Recharge Facility Upgrades 

 Watsonville Slough with Recharge Basins 

 College Lake with Inland Pipeline to the CDS 

 Murphy Crossing with Recharge Basin 

 

Staff was then directed to proceed with development of the Basin Management Plan Update (BMP 

Update) and Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR).  

 

Staff distributed the Board review draft of the BMP Update in November 2012. Board comments were 

incorporated and a public draft of the BMP Update was distributed and made available in February 

2013. This public draft is the basis of the environmental analysis in the DEIR. 

 

The DEIR work was initiated with the issuance of the Notice of Preparation (NOP) in February 2013. 

Staff distributed the NOP to all responsible agencies, trustee agencies, the State Office of Planning and 

Research, and a comprehensive mailing list of interested parties and agencies. The NOP initiated the 30-

day period for comments on the scope and content of the EIR. Additionally, two public scoping 

meetings were held in February. Several comments were received and were considered in the 

development of the DEIR. 

 

The Draft EIR was released for public review on October 18, 2013.  The DEIR identified significant and 

unavoidable impacts to agricultural resources. The DEIR determined that all other significant impacts 

could be reduced to a less-than-significant level through the incorporation of mitigation or project design 
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features, including within the following impact sections: aesthetics; air quality and greenhouse gas; 

biological resources; cultural resources; energy, utilities and services; geology and soils; hazards and 

hazardous materials; surface water, groundwater and water quality; noise and vibration; and 

transportation and traffic. 

 

At the November 20, 2013 Board meeting, a public hearing was held on the DEIR, where several public 

comments were received.  The formal DEIR comment period closed on December 9, 2013 and several 

comment letters were received from agencies and the public.  The Agency evaluated all of the comments 

received at the hearing and in letters and prepared written responses. These responses are included in the 

Final EIR.   

 

The Final EIR was prepared in accordance with the provisions of the California Environmental Quality 

Act (CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines for public review. CEQA requires that PVWMA publicly notice 

the release and availability of the Final EIR. Attached to this Board memorandum are the Notice of 

Availability (NOA), as required by CEQA, and a memo outlining the Final EIR process. In compliance 

with the process as outlined, staff will provide written Findings, a Statement of Overriding 

Considerations and a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program at the March 19, 2014 meeting for 

the Board’s consideration. If the Board certifies the Final EIR and approves the BMP Update at the 

meeting, staff will file a Notice of Determination within 5 working days of the approval. 

 

The complete FEIR and Notice of Availability of the FEIR, and Final Basin Management Plan Update 

are available electronically at the PVWMA website: www.pvwater.org.  Comments can also be emailed 

to EIR@pvwater.org.  

  

NEXT STEPS 
The Board will be asked to consider acceptance of the final Basin Management Plan Update and 

certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report at the Regular Board of Directors meeting on 

March 19, 2014.  

  

FISCAL IMPACT 

Informational only 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Receive presentation on Basin Management Plan Update Final Environmental Impact Report and 

provide input to staff  

 

ATTACHMENTS 

 

 Final Environmental Impact Report for the Basin Management Plan Update (also available at 

www.pvwater.org) 

 Notice of Availability of Final EIR 

 DDA memo dated February 28, 2014; Final EIR Process, CEQA Requirements 
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 PAJARO VALLEY WATER MANAGEMENT AGENCY 

 36 BRENNAN STREET    WATSONVILLE, CA 95076 

 TEL:  (831) 722-9292     FAX:  (831) 722-3139 

 Email: info@pvwater.org    http://www.pvwater.org 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE  
RELEASE AND AVAILABILITY OF FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT:   

 Basin Management Plan Update   
  DATE OF NOTICE:  FEBRUARY 28, 2014  

By this notice, the Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency (PVWMA or Agency), as California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Lead Agency, is announcing the availability of the Final 

Environmental Impact Report (Final EIR) for the Basin Management Plan (BMP) Update   

(SCH#2000062030). The Draft EIR was released for public review on October 18, 2013. The Draft 

and Final EIR are available on http://www.pvwater.org  

This Notice is intended to inform interested parties of the release of the Final Environmental 

Impact Report for the BMP Update Project. This notice also provides information on meetings to 

be held on the Project. Upcoming public hearing is scheduled for March 19, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. by 

the Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency Board of Directors.   

The hearing will be held at City of Watsonville Council Chambers, 275 Main St, 4th Floor, 

Watsonville, CA 95076. Questions on the hearing or additional information should be directed to 

Mary Bannister, General Manager, at (831) 722-9292, Fax: (831) 722-3139, or E-mail: 

EIR@pvwater.org. 

Project Description 
The BMP Update covers the geographical jurisdiction of the PVWMA, located in the south Santa 

Cruz County and includes portions of south Santa Cruz County, north Monterey County, a small 

area of west San Benito County and includes the City of Watsonville. The BMP Update 

represents a comprehensive set of actions to stop seawater intrusion and overdraft of the 

Pajaro Valley groundwater basin. The recommended BMP Update consists of the following 

components to reduce groundwater pumping: Conservation, Increased Recycled Water Storage, 

Increased Recycled Water Deliveries, Harkins Slough Recharge Facilities Upgrades, Watsonville 

Slough with Recharge Basins, College Lake with Inland Pipeline to Coastal Distribution System, 

and Murphy Crossing with Recharge.  

The Draft EIR identified significant and unavoidable impacts to agricultural resources. The Draft 

EIR determined that all other significant impacts could be reduced to a less-than-significant level 

through the incorporation of mitigation or project design features, including within the 

following impact sections: aesthetics; air quality and greenhouse gases; biological resources; 

cultural resources; energy, utilities and services; geology and soils; hazards and hazardous 

materials; surface water, groundwater and water quality; noise and vibration; and 

transportation and traffic.  
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The Agency prepared the Draft EIR and released this document for public review and comment 

on October 18, 2013.  The formal comment period closed on December 9, 2013.  Pursuant to the 

Guidelines for the California Environmental Quality Act Section 15088, the Agency has evaluated 

comments on environmental issues received from persons who received the Draft EIR and 

prepared written responses.  These responses are included in the Final EIR.  

The Agency invites interested members of the public to review the Final EIR and attend 

meetings related to the Agency’s consideration of this project.   

Address Where Copy of Draft and Final EIR are Available for Review: 

PVWMA Office* 
36 Brennan St. 
Watsonville, CA 95076 

 

Watsonville Main 
Branch Library 
275 Main St 
Watsonville, CA 95076 

 

Watsonville Freedom 
Branch Library 
2021 Freedom Blvd 
Freedom, CA  95019 

*Reference documents are available for review at this location upon request 

The Draft and Final EIR are available in hard copy or CD format for purchase at the PVWMA 

Office and also available without charge on the PVWMA website:  http://www.pvwater.org/. 

Upcoming Meetings: March 5, 2014 and March 19, 2014 

The Final EIR will be presented at a Board of Directors meeting  
on March 5, 2014 at 6:00 p.m.  

 
A public hearing will be held at the Board of Directors meeting  

on March 19, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Both meetings will be held at: 

 City of Watsonville Council Chambers, 275 Main St, 4th Floor, 
 Watsonville, CA 95076. 

 
The purpose of these meetings is to gather public input prior to taking action on the 
proposed project. The Agency will consider the Final Environmental Impact Report, input 
from public testimony and other relevant information and may take one or more of the 
actions described below at the March 19, 2014 Meeting:  
  

(1) Certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report,  
(2) approval of the BMP Update project or an alternative, and  
(3) adoption of a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program.   

  

For additional information, please contact: Mary Bannister at (831) 722-
9292 or EIR@pvwater.org. 
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MEMORANDUM 

 

To: Mary Bannister, Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency 

From: Denise Duffy, Denise Duffy & Associates     February 28, 2014 

RE: Final EIR Process, CEQA Requirements 

The following provides background and requirements for the Final EIR certification and project 

consideration process.  

Final EIR Process 

The lead agency shall prepare a final EIR before approving the project. The contents of a final EIR are 

specified in 14 CCR Section 15132 of the CEQA Guidelines. Lead agencies may provide an opportunity for 

review of the final EIR by the public or by commenting agencies before approving the project. The 

review of a final EIR should focus on the responses to comments on the draft EIR. 

Certification of the Final EIR 

Prior to approving a project, the lead agency shall certify that: 

 The final EIR has been completed in compliance with CEQA; 

 The final EIR was presented to the decision-making body of the lead agency, and that the 

decision-making body reviewed and considered the information contained in the final EIR prior 

to approving the project; and 

 The final EIR reflects the lead agency's independent judgment and analysis. 

When an EIR is certified by a non-elected decision-making body within a local lead agency, that 

certification may be appealed to the local lead agency's elected decision-making body, if one exists. For 

example, certification of an EIR for a tentative subdivision map by a city's planning commission may be 

appealed to the city council. Each local lead agency shall provide for such appeals. 

Findings 

No public agency shall approve or carry out a project for which an EIR has been certified which identifies 

one or more significant environmental effects of the project unless the public agency makes one or 

more written findings for each of those significant effects, accompanied by a brief explanation of the 

rationale for each finding. The possible findings are: 

 Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project that avoid or 

substantially lessen the significant environmental effect as identified in the final EIR. 
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 Such changes or alterations are within the responsibility and jurisdiction of another public 

agency and not the agency making the finding. Such changes have been adopted by such other 

agency or can and should be adopted by such other agency. 

 Specific economic, legal, social, technological, or other considerations, including provision of 

employment opportunities for highly trained workers, make infeasible the mitigation measures 

or project alternatives identified in the final EIR. 

Approval 

After considering the final EIR and in conjunction with making findings under 14 CCR Section 15091, the 

lead agency may decide whether or how to approve or carry out the project. A public agency shall not 

decide to approve or carry out a project for which an EIR was prepared unless either the project as 

approved will not have a significant effect on the environment, or the agency has: 

 Eliminated or substantially lessened all significant effects on the environment where feasible as 

shown in findings under Section 15091, and 

 Determined that any remaining significant effects on the environment found to be unavoidable 

under Section 15091 are acceptable due to overriding concerns as described in Section 15093. 

Statement of Overriding Considerations 

CEQA requires the decision-making agency to balance, as applicable, the economic, legal, social, 

technical, or other benefits of a proposed project against its unavoidable environmental risks when 

determining whether to approve the project. If the specific economic, legal, social, technical, or other 

benefits of a proposed project outweigh the unavoidable adverse environmental effects, the adverse 

environmental effects may be considered "acceptable." 

When the lead agency approves a project which will result in the occurrence of significant effects which 

are identified in the final EIR but are not avoided or substantially lessened, the agency shall state in 

writing the specific reasons to support its action based on the final EIR and/or other information in the 

record. The statement of overriding considerations shall be supported by substantial evidence in the 

record. If an agency makes a statement of overriding considerations, the statement should be included 

in the record of the project approval and should be mentioned in the notice of determination. This 

statement does not substitute for, and shall be in addition to, findings required pursuant to 14 CCR 

Section 15091. 

Notice of Determination 

The lead agency shall file a notice of determination (NOD) within 5 working days after approval of the 

project by the lead agency. The notice shall include: 

 An identification of the project including its common name where possible and its location. 

 A brief description of the project. 
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 The date when the agency approved the project. 

 The determination of the agency whether the project in its approved form will have a significant 

effect on the environment. 

 A statement that an EIR was prepared and certified pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

 Whether mitigation measures were made a condition of the approval of the project. 

 Whether findings were made pursuant to Section 15091. 

 Whether a statement of overriding considerations was adopted for the project. 

 The address where a copy of the final EIR and the record of project approval may be examined. 

 If a state agency is the lead agency, the NOD shall be filed with the State Clearinghouse. 

If a local agency is the lead agency, the NOD shall be filed with the County Clerk of the county or 

counties in which the project will be located. If the project requires discretionary approval from a state 

agency, the NOD shall also be filed with the State Clearinghouse. A NOD filed with the State 

Clearinghouse is available for public inspection and shall be posted for a period of at least 30 days. 

A NOD filed with the County Clerk is available for public inspection and shall be posted within 24 hours 

of receipt for a period of at least 30 days. Thereafter, the clerk shall return the notice to the local lead 

agency with a notation of the period during which it was posted. The local lead agency shall retain the 

notice for not less than 12 months. The filing of the NOD and the posting of such notice starts a 30-day 

statute of limitations on court challenges to the approval under CEQA; failure to file an NOD will allow a 

180 day statute of limitations on court challenges.. 

Disposition of a Final EIR 

The lead agency shall: 

 File a copy of the final EIR with the appropriate planning agency of any city, county, or city and 

county where significant effects on the environment may occur. 

 Include the final EIR as part of the regular project report that is used in the existing project 

review and budgetary process if such a report is used. 

 Retain one or more copies of the final EIR as public records for a reasonable period of time. 

 Require the applicant to provide a copy of the certified, final EIR to each responsible agency. 
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DATE: February 24, 2014 

MEETING OF: March 5, 2014 

TO:   Board of Directors 

FROM:  General Manager 

RE: ITEM 9: BOARD WORKSHOP – AB 1234 Biennial Ethics Training  

 

 

California law requires state officials to complete a two-hour ethics training course within six months of 

their hiring, and every two years thereafter. General Counsel will provide required AB 1234 ethics 

training for board members and staff. Handouts and certificates of completion will be provided at the 

meeting. 

  
MEMORANDUM 
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